Waste-Free School Initiatives
Why do we want to participate in waste-free initiatives?
Adopting waste-free initiatives helps your school with litter prevention and minimising waste sent to landfill
through the operational practices of ‘refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle’. It`s a fact that 80% of the plastic pollution
in our waterways and oceans has come from land, much of which is a result of litter and mis-managed waste.
Reducing our consumption of single-use disposable plastic is therefore a vital part of conserving our
resources and protecting our environment.

Bottle for Botol

Boomerang Bags

Bottle for Botol is a social
enterprise that works with
Australian and Indonesian
schools to help prevent plastic
waste entering our water
streams, rivers and oceans.
Their program aims to
educate students on the
importance of protecting our
environment by leading a
generational change away
from single-use plastics. For
every stainless-steel water
bottle sold by their Australian
partner schools, Bottle for
Botol donate an identical reusable bottle to a student in
Indonesia, paired with a water
station. Every bottle sold puts
students through an
educational program about
the impacts of plastic on the
environment.

Boomerang Bags is a
community driven initiative
tackling plastic pollution at
the grassroots level. Dedicated
schools, community groups,
businesses and volunteers get
together to make re-useable
‘Boomerang Bags’ using
recycled materials as a means
to replace plastic bags.
Through Boomerang Bags we
start conversations, make
friends, up-cycle materials and
work towards shifting society’s
throw away mentality to a
more sustainable revolution of
re-use. Your school may wish
to help sew bags, cut fabric,
craft timber display boxes or
host a sewing bee.

Take 3
Take 3 works with primary
and secondary schools to raise
awareness of plastic pollution
and encourage simple actions
to prevent it. Their approach is
to provide students with a
compelling reason to act
before encouraging them to
develop their own ideas to
solve the problem locally.
Students are encouraged to
develop solutions that will: 1.
Prevent litter in their school
and community. 2. Reduce
waste sent to landfill from
school. 3. Share information to
educate and inspire others.
For curriculum/lesson plans
enquire with info@take3.org

Curriculum/lesson plans
available here.

Curriculum Links
All initiatives have a strong link to the Australian Curriculum and the study of geography in that the initiatives look at places and
the relationships between people and their environments. Elements of these programs relate to the natural sciences and
humanities and help students understand the world that they live in. These initiatives directly relate to the wellbeing of society
and environments and how the quality of interaction can help students become active, responsible and informed citizens. The
knowledge and skills acquired from these initiatives reinforces the need for sustainable practices and allows for students to be
active participants in the choices they make. They empower students to become active community members and promote the
notion that we are all life-long learners and that we can make a difference to the world we live in.
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Click on the images to find out more

Green Canteen

Plastic Free July

Nude Food Day

It’s simple – the school
canteen aims to make a
transition away from all
products that come
wrapped in single-use,
disposable plastic. This
also means not selling
water in plastic bottles
or pies in plastic
wrappers! A reusable
and more sustainable
alternative is available
for everything. You may
find that your canteen
will turn to healthier
options and even
provide products
straight from the school
garden!

Again, the challenge is
quite simple. Attempt to
refuse single-use plastic
during July. "Single-use"
includes plastic shopping
bags, plastic cups, straws,
plastic packaging ...
basically anything that's
intended only to be used
once and then discarded. If
refusing ALL single-use
plastic sounds too
daunting this time, try the
TOP 4 challenge (plastic
bags, bottles, takeaway
coffee cups and straws). If
you can’t commit to a
month, why not try a week
or a day?

Nude Food Day encourages
kids and parents to eat well,
live well and eliminate all
unnecessary packaging and
wrapping that ends up at
school. Essentially, kids bring
their food – nude! This will
reduce the amount of rubbish
that goes into the bins, to
landfill, or escapes the waste
stream entirely and ends up as
litter. This is an amazingly
simple concept that really
empowers the students to
create change. Nude Food Day
used to be held on a specific
day, however as of 2016, it will
run for the entire month of
October.

Plastic
Police

20%

Curriculum/lesson plans
available here.

Register as a school or an
individual here.

Plastic Police® Partnerships is a social enterprise initiative and shared
value program to develop more sustainable communities. Soft plastics
currently have very low rates of recycling and are a significant
contributor to landfill volumes and environmental pollution
throughout our communities. The program provides each school with
the necessary tools, support and equipment to engage the school
community to recycle clean, soft plastic currently not able to be
recycled through traditional kerbside recycling. Your plastic waste can
be turned into furniture and equipment that can go back to your
school. If you can scrunch it you can save it through Plastic Police®
Partnerships.
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Plastic Patrol

Adopt a
Beach/River/Park

Plastic Patrol aims to motivate
students to reduce litter and
plastic packaging in their
school. It involves both
project-based learning and
enquiry-based learning, One
class will take the lead, plan
the project and present it to
the entire school. Plastic
Patrol can be conducted over
one or more terms. Students
take turns to patrol and
collect litter items weekly
from the school grounds over
a term. Items must then be
sorted into main categories
and counted. The information
will be logged on a displayed
litter chart. At the end of the
period, the class can report
the litter reduction outcome
to the school. It could also be
of interest to discover the
main problem litter items and
to investigate source
reduction and prevention
initiatives in the school.

This is an activity in citizen
science which aims to reduce
litter in a public place and
contribute to national and
global litter research. Your
class “adopts” a small section
of a nearby beach, foreshore,
riverside or park and a group
from the class will conduct a
monthly litter clean-up. All
litter items will then be sorted,
counted and registered on the
national litter database (The
Australian Marine Debris
Initiative). Please consult your
local waste authorities who
will be interested to discover
which items are most
problematic. We recommend
that the class participate in
Plastic Pollution Solutions
Guided Clean-up/Citizen
Science activity to become
familiar with the process of
registering litter on the
national database at
www.tangaroablue.org.

Bin-audit:
What's
in my
waste?

20%

Responsible Retailers
Students approach local
businesses and
determine their output
and consumption of
single-use, disposable
plastic via surveys. They
will then engage these
businesses to encourage
and assist them in
adopting
environmentally
responsible practices.
They can also explore
alternatives to
disposable plastic and
promote collaboration
and support for local
initiatives such as
Boomerang Bags,
EcoBags and
Responsible Cafes.

Students engage in a school waste audit to determine the
quantities and makeup of the waste generated at their
school. This baseline data is collected to calculate the
total waste output of the school. Students investigate
landfill, co-mingled recycling, paper and organic waste.
Based on this data schools can explore how to reduce
their waste. Further audits can be conducted periodically
over a term or the entire year to determine and promote
any reductions in waste to landfill.
Curriculum/lesson plans available here.

Contact: Anthony Hill e: anthonydkhill@icloud.com ph: 0403 755 803 w: www.plasticpollutionsolutions.com.au

3

